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Rev. Theodore F. Weight, Ph.D., of Cambridge, Mass., died while 
on his way from Alexandria to Naples, on November 13, 1907, aged sixty- 
two years. Mr. Wright was graduated from Harvard College in 1866, and 
pursued his theological studies at the New Church Theological School at 
Waltham. In 1869 he was ordained to the Swedenborgian ministry, and 
for nearly forty years he has borne a distinguished part in the work of that 
church. He has been editor-in-chief of the New Church Review since its 
inception in 1893, and dean of the New Church Theological School since 
its establishment at Cambridge in 1889. Dr. Wright's interest in archaeol- 
ogy found expression in many published articles, and in his connection 
with the Palestine Exploration Fund, of which he had long been honorary 
general secretary for the United States. He was a frequent and valued 
contributor to the Biblical World, to which he contributed a note — "The 
Isaiah Inscription" — as recently as May, 1907. 

The fifth general convention of the Religious Education Association 
is to be held at Washington, D. C, February 11 to 13, 1908. The general 
theme will be "The Relation of Moral and Religious Education to the Life 
of the Nation." This theme is divided into the following topics for the 
general sessions: "How Can the Educational Agencies Be Made More 
Effective as Moral and Religious Forces?" "How Can the Moral and 
Religious Agencies in the Nation Be Made More Effective as Educational 
Forces?" "Educating the Conscience of the Nation." A fourth general 
session will be devoted to reports on the work of the association and the 
Annual Survey of Progress in Moral and Religious Education, by Dean 
George Hodges. Before the Department of Universities and Colleges a 
paper on the problem of the state university and religious education will 
be presented by Professor Francis W. Kelsey, of the University of Michi- 
gan. President Roosevelt will receive the delegates in the East Room of 
the White House and address them there. 

Leaders in Sunday-school publications representing ten denominations 
have recently united in recommending to American Sunday schools the 
putting of a Bible into the hands of every pupil, especially for use in the 
class hour for reading and reference. The American Standard Edition 
is recommended. The purpose is to correct the perennial tendency to 
substitute quarterlies and lesson helps for the Bible itself, and is a step 
both pedagogically and religiously sound. 
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Efforts to indicate the relation of religion to morality, and the place 
of religion in education, are peculiarly timely. Much depends upon a 
correct, clear perception of these factors and their functions. The Council 
of the Religious Education Association is drawing up a statement 
to elucidate this problem. Also Dr. Richard M. Hodge, of Teachers 
College, Columbia University, and director of the extension work of Union 
Theological Seminary, has organized in New York City a Round Table 
for the study of religious education, and has drawn up the following theses 
to serve as the basis of discussion. Dr. Hodge will be glad to receive from 
anyone suggestions for the improvement of this statement of principles: 

INSTRUCTION IN RELIGION 

HOW SHALL INSTRUCTION IN RELIGION BE DIVIDED AMONG THE DIFFERENT 
INSTITUTIONS WHICH APPEAR TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR GIVING TO CHIL- 
DREN AND YOUTH THEIR RELIGIOUS INHERITANCE ? 

i. A child is entitled to his scientific, literary, aesthetic, institutional, and 
religious inheritance. 

2. Education is "a gradual adjustment to the spiritual possessions of the 
race." Formal instruction is one of the means of education. 

3. Religion is the complete social life of God and humanity in one fellowship, 
with humanity in loving and reverent dependence upon God. Morality is effi- 
cient service in the social life of humanity, with an ideal society as the ultimate 
aim. 

4. Moral instruction may be pursued by itself or as an integral part of reli- 
gion. In either case it is contributary to religious culture. Worship itself can 
be taught only after exciting an admiration of the qualities for which God is 
adorable. 

5. Moral and religious instruction alike should kindle emotions, which favor 
virtue and disfavor vice and promote aspiration for the realization of a social 
ideal. 

6. Religious instruction should appeal to the authority of the religious con- 
sciousness and experience of the class and its members and of other social groups 
and individuals and to the character and will of God, which, for the Christian, 
have been revealed completely by Jesus. Moral instruction should appeal to 
the authority of the conscience and experience of the class and its members and 
of other social groups and individuals. 

7. The American system of education demands that instruction in religion 
shall not be given in the school. It permits moral instruction in the school, and 
religious, and even sectarian, instruction in the Sunday school and home. 

8. The school (a) may give courses in ethics. Ethical selections from the 
Bible are permissible for material for this purpose, provided that they are printed 
in a volume by themselves or with similar selections from other literatures. 
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(b) Ethical judgments will be formed and ethical feeling can be powerfully exer- 
cised in the study of science, literature, history, and art. (c) School life, through 
school administration and habits cultivated at school, can be made morally 
educative in a high degree, (d) The school should acquaint its pupils with 
how its teaching is supplemented by that of the Sunday school. 

9. The Sunday school (a) should teach religion in terms of divine purpose, 
religious ideas, personal character, and social achievement, as expressed in the 
faith, worship, literature, art, and institutions of religion and their spread in 
the past, and as demanding fuller expression in the present and future, (b) 
The worship, religious ideas to be taught, ethical problems to solve, ethical 
activities to be directed, and the subject-matter of instruction, should be carefully 
graded, according to the spiritual and intellectual capacities of pupils of different 
ages, (c) Pupils should be taught how the education provided in the Sunday 
school is related to that which they obtain in the home, school, and elsewhere. 
(d) The methods of teaching employed should be in accordance with the findings 
of psychological and pedagogical science, (e) Sunday-school teachers should be 
of superior character and ability and as thoroughly trained as possible in a knowl- 
edge of children's needs, capacities, and responsibilities and how to meet them, 
of religion itself, the subject-matter of instruction, and pedagogical methods of 
teaching. They should be under expert direction and supervision. They should 
be paid for their services when in no other way superior instructions can be secured 
for the Sunday school. (/) The Sunday-school session should be of not less than 
two and one-half hours a week. This is the general practice of Jewish Sunday 
schools, (g) Building and educational apparatus should be as adequate for the 
purposes of teaching as the provisions made for public schools, (h) Two or 
more Sunday schools should combine when necessary to obtain an adequate 
building for their use and secure expert instruction. 

10. Theological schools (a) should train a ministry which shall be as expert 
in educational science as in religion, (b) They should furnish courses of instruc- 
tion and practice school for the training of Sunday-school teachers. 

11. The home (a) should supply whatever education in morals and religion 
may be necessary for its children, in addition to what may be provided by local 
schools and churches. (6) In some cases special teachers may supplement in 
the home the instruction given by parents. 

12. The instruction in morality and religion now provided by schools and 
churches is generally inadequate, and largely because the present generation of 
parents have not themselves received enough of their religious inheritance properly 
to estimate its value for their children. Prompt and vigorous action is necessary 
on the part of educators lest the rising generation shall fail, when they become 
parents, to appreciate their responsibility of securing for their children a proper 
education in religion. 



